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Interested in L2L Debate? That’s great! There are lots of

phenomenal resources available to you, including the L2L

Field Book of Leadership, the L2L Speech and Debate book,

the current L2L Rulebook, and this booklet. All of these

resources are fantastic, but it is absolutely crucial that you

are familiar with the Debate rules published by L2L. This

booklet is designed to be a supplement to other materials

and to improve your overall experience with Debate. It is

written by girls who have done L2L Debate and learned a

few tips and tricks to share and coaches who offer valuable

insight into becoming a successful debater.

IntroductionIntroduction

2



1 Peter 3:15 tells us to be ready to defend our faith to anyone.
Defending our faith is not something that will always be easy to do,
but is something we must be prepared to do.
Participating in debate gives participants an opportunity to
prepare for a real world situation where we will be asked to defend
our faith. Resolves in debate are always about things that most will
encounter one day. It requires participants to look at both sides
and learn why others think the way they do and then what
scripture says.
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Why You Should
Do Debate
Why You Should
Do Debate

Maci Flowers

Debate allows you to delve into ideas related to the faith and
become familiar with Scripture. It also helps you develop your
reasoning skills and allows you to examine your standing on
important issues. Building your own faith and considering the
evidence around certain issues is vital.

Macie Bess



Tips &
Tricks
Tips &
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Make sure to define your terms clearly and prepare to find fallacies
in your opponents’ definitions, so that you can redefine them to fit
your argument. Additionally, explore the common arguments
related to the resolution and evaluate them. Be prepared to rebut
them all and only utilize the arguments you think are sound. If you
can, have something unique in each of your constructives,
especially the negative. It can throw your opponent off if you use
something that they aren’t prepared for. I try to find a way to twist
the resolution and make my negative argument something
founded in Scripture or something I actually believe to be true.

Macie Bess

One tip I have for anyone who wants to participate in debate is to
not be afraid to ask for help or utilize other resources. Scripture is
clearly the very best resource that anyone can use to defend their
faith and you always need to make sure what you read/what
someone tells you is biblically accurate, but talking with someone
or utilizing other resources is very valuable!

Maci Flowers
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“Things I Wish I
Had Known”

“Things I Wish I
Had Known”

One takeaway I have from participating in this event is that you can not use
the phrase, “well this is what the preacher said so that is why I believe it” or
any other variation. I obviously knew this before participating in debate, but
it became very clear how often I would rely on what I was told and not
follow up and study for myself. When looking into the negative side of the
resolve, I realized that a lot of people who believe this way do so because it
is what they were taught and not because it is what they learned when
studying for themselves. We have to be intentional about studying and
making sure what we are taught aligns with scripture. Using that phrase is
also not an effective way to change someone's mind so we cannot rely on it.

Maci Flowers

When I started Debate, I tried to use all the arguments I learned and be
strongly opposed to the entire resolution with my negative. It turns out that
if you have a few good points, or can disprove even one portion of the
resolution, you can have a more effective argument than if you throw in
weak points or try to argue something that no one in the audience will ever
believe. Also, I learned by looking at the judge’s sheets in the L2L Rulebook
that a lot of debate is how you present. It’s not all about having the best
points or winning the discussion, although that is important. Practicing
good public speaking skills should help you a lot.

Macie Bess
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2nd Affirmative Constructive
Resolution: In the absence of significant constraints, Christians must

prioritize physical assembly over virtual assembly for worship.

Macie Bess-- 11th Grade

Good afternoon, my name is Macie and I will be presenting the second
affirmative constructive for the resolution, which states, “In the absence of
significant constraints, Christians must prioritize physical assembly over
virtual assembly for worship.” I have already established the interpretation
of the resolution by defining the key terms and clarified that all other terms
in the resolution are operationally defined, meaning that they are defined by
the context of the statement. I will now be laying upon that foundation to
show that the resolution is true.
 Now, there are two main reasons that the resolution is true: the example of
Paul and the early church and the stark contrast between physical and
virtual assembly.
 First is the example of Paul and the early church. Scripture makes it evident
that the early church assembled physically in verses like Acts 20:7-8 and 1
Corinthians 11:20-22. If we are following the example of the early church, we
need to assemble physically as well. That is not the end of this point though.
Interestingly, Paul gives us a little bit of commentary on remote versus in-
person assembly when he says in Romans 1:10-12, “making request if, by
some means, now at last I may find a way in the will of God to come to you.
For I long to see you, that I may impart to you some spiritual gift, so that you
may be established– 
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that is, that I may be encouraged together with you by the mutual faith of
both you and me.” From this, we see that Paul was physically absent from
the brethren in Rome, and though he is communicating with them via letter,
he still longs to be with them physically, and cannot be encouraged in the
same way remotely. The examples of Paul and the early church give us
ample evidence to support the resolution.
 While the examples of Paul and the early church provide valuable insight
into the matters discussed by the resolution, there is even more evidence in
the affirmative of the topic. This evidence is found in examining the stark
contrast between physical assembly and virtual assembly. 
 In 2022, Pew Research Center conducted a survey in the religious
community regarding virtual assembly, and it provides interesting insight
into what virtual assembly truly is. 

Interestingly, 44% of Evangelical Christians who watch virtually cite
convenience as a major reason for doing so. Isn’t that sad? The numbers
make it clear that prioritizing virtual assembly over physical assembly is
simply neglecting to prioritize assembly.
Another staggering statistic is that only 35% of Evangelicals who view
virtual services regularly participate in worship with the service they are
viewing. Where does that leave the rest of the “virtual worshippers?”
30% participate sometimes, but 34% participate little to not at all.
Virtual assembly simply does not provide the accountability needed to
keep people engaged, and for over a third of those who view virtual
services, it is not worship at all.

Notably, an important aspect of assembly for worship is the connection.
Hebrews 10:25 says, “not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as
is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as
you see the day approaching.” So, when it comes to connection in worship,
how does virtual assembly stack up? Not well. 
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Only 22% of Evangelical Christians who view or have viewed virtual
services feel a strong connection with those attending in person, and
only 15% say they feel strongly connected to others viewing online. On
the other hand, 74% of the Evangelical Christians who attended in
person felt a strong connection to others in the building. That is a stark
contrast. 

 This survey provides solid numerical data to show that virtual assembly
does not provide the same connection that physical assembly provides, and
shows that over a third of those who assemble virtually for worship don’t
actually worship. Since we are commanded in Scripture to “exhort one
another” (Hebrews 10:25) in the assembly, and Scripture shows that the
early church met physically, we are clearly urged by Scripture, and by all
means ought to [play on Merriam Webster definitions of must] prioritize
physical assembly over virtual assembly for worship.
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1st Affirmative Constructive
Resolution: Scripture teaches that human life is sacred and begins at

conception.

Abi Hurst-- 11th Grade

Hello. My name is Abi and I will be presenting the first affirmative
constructive for the  resolve, which states, “Scripture teaches that human
life is sacred and begins at conception.” My partner and I will not be
discussing abortion due to the fact that it is not stated in the resolve and 
therefore has no place in this debate. We will instead be focusing on what
the resolve does address, the sacredness of human life and its beginning
according to scripture. I will now define the key terms which include:
scripture, teaches, human, life, sacred, begins, and conception. All 
other terms in the resolve are operationally defined.  
Key Terms: 
●  Scripture refers to the 66 books of the Old and New Testaments from
Genesis to 
Revelation. These 66 books were decided on during the council of Nicaea.
There were specific requirements for these books but these books decided
upon were in circulation within the first century. 
● Teaches implies that the Bible should be used to give instruction on how
to live a life that leads to an eternal home in heaven. 2 Timothy 3:16-17
states that “All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,”
therefore the Bible is used as a tool to teach and learn so that we may “be
complete and, thoroughly equipped for every good work.” 

9
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●  Human refers to a human being, especially a person as distinguished
from an animal. 
God made man is his image which separates humans from animals. In
Genesis 1:26-31 it says, “Let us make human beings in our image, to be like
us. They will reign over the fish in the sea, the birds in the sky, the livestock,
all the wild animals on the earth, and the small animals that scurry along the
ground.” So God created human beings in his own image. 
●  Life is the quality that distinguishes a vital and functional being from a
dead body. 
●  Sacred refers to being dedicated and set apart for the worship of God.
Human life is sacred and set apart from the rest of God’s creation.  
● Begins means to do or go into the first part of an action or process.  
● Conception is the process in which the sperm and the egg meet. 
 According to scripture life is sacred and does begin at conception. My
partner will provide evidence from scripture to strengthen our case that life
is both sacred and begins at conception as it says in the resolve “Scripture
teaches that human life is sacred and begins at conception.”

10
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1st Affirmative Constructive
Resolution: Baptism, immersion in water, is necessary for salvation.

Emma Wolke-- 12th Grade

Our resolve this year is, Baptism, immersion in water, is necessary for
salvation, I want to start today by defining some terms. 

 First, I want to define and talk about baptism. People will use the point that
the dictionary definition of the word Baptism has nothing to do with
immersion, but this brings up the issue of changing definitions all the time.
The dictionary definition that I found from the Miriam-Webster dictionary
from this year was a Christian sacrament marked by ritual use of water and
admitting the recipient to the Christian community. However, the Greek for
baptism is baptismo, meaning immerse or plunge. Now, I would like to share
where in the Bible salvation baptism is mentioned. ... Acts 2:38, Acts 8:36-39,
Ephesians 4:5, John 3:5, Mark 16:16, Col 2:12.... What types of baptism are
mentioned in the bible?
John's Baptism-Acts 19:1-7 
Moses- 1 Cor 10:1-2
Fire- Matt 3:11
Suffering- Mark 10
John- Mark 1:4-8
Jesus’- Matt 3:13-17
Holy Spirit- Matt 3
Name of Jesus- Acts 2:38
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Next, I want to define immersion. Immersion is defined as being dipped or
submerged in a liquid. This is important because it is the example that Jesus
gave us in many places in the Bible. Any other method would be insufficient
because it is not the way the Bible teaches. For example, sprinkling could
not make sense because in Colossians 2:12 we are told that when we are
baptized, we are buried with Jesus. When you are buried, you are put fully
underground or in a tomb, they don’t just lay you down, sprinkle a bit of dirt
on top of you and call it good. Now of course, you do go under water
differently than you go underground, but this is simply a difference in state
of matter and the fact that you can move through water but not through
dirt.
Next, I want to talk about water, why do we have to be baptized in water and
not grape juice or pizza sauce? Well, this is again by reason of example.
Every example of baptism in the bible, even Jesus himself, was in water.
Also, We don’t substitute for any part of the Lord’s supper so how can we
substitute water with any other liquid when it comes to baptism. In John
3:5, Jesus says that "Unless one is born of water and the spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God." This verse is often mistaken to be talking about
human birth, but the fact that he says “In the spirit” shows me that he is
talking about baptism, for the reason that when we are born physically, we
are not born of any spirit.
Next, I will talk about the word necessary. It means needed, essential, or
required to be done. Who determines necessity? Well, in John 14:10, we are
told that Jesus’ authority comes from God, and Matthew 28:18 says that
Jesus has all authority.
Last, I will talk about salvation. What does salvation mean? It means
preservation or deliverance from harm, ruin, or loss. For the Christian, it is
deliverance from sin and is believed to be brought about by faith in Christ. 
 Faith leads to actions that lead to baptism which is the only way to receive
salvation (1 Peter 3:21). 12
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1  Negative Constructivest

Resolution: The use of instrumental music in the worship of God by His

church is not authorized by His word.

Maci Flowers-- 12th Grade

 Good afternoon ladies. My name is Maci with an i. Today my partner, Macie
with an ie, and myself will be arguing the negative of the resolve, “The use of
instrumental music in the worship of God by His church is not authorized by
His word.” Let’s start with some definitions. 
 The Merriam-Webster dictionary defines Instrumental as, “of, relating to, or
done with an instrument or tool”. Numerous instruments are mentioned in
the Bible. 2 Samuel 6:5 mentions 6 different instruments in this one verse
alone. But that is not the point I want to focus on. I want to focus on and ask
my opponent, what is the word “tool” referring to in this definition? Is it
referring to the back of a pew or making other noises like clapping? I think it
is safe to assume that if we were in worship and someone started hitting the
back of the pew, even if they were following the rhythm of the song, we
might really wonder what in the world they are doing. However, I do not
think that any of us would immediately jump to the conclusion that what
they are doing is unscriptual. Just not normal. But how is this any different
than playing an instrument? If hitting the back of the pew is simply a little
odd, then why are instruments unscriptural? 
 Music is defined as “vocal, instrumental, or mechanical sounds having
rhythm, melody, or harmony”. My partner and I completely agree that in
worship, singing is absolutely necessary! So, why do we sing? Because
scripture says to sing! In 1 Corinthians 14:15, Paul says. “I will sing with the
spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding.” In this verse, Paul gives
us a direct example of how to worship, and part of that is to sing.
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 So it is no question that singing is not only needed but commanded of us.
The question today is whether or not instruments should also be used.
 Worship means “to regard with great extravagant respect, honor, or
devotion.” God gives us commands that outline how he wants us to worship.
John 4:24 says we are to worship in spirit and truth. “Serve the Lord with
gladness” says Psalm 100:2. In these verses, God is telling us how to
worship. I agree there is nothing in scripture that clearly says whether or not
instruments are needed. However, scripture does not always come out with
such blatant commands. My partner will talk more about this in a few
moments. 
 His church, as defined in he resolve, is the New Testament church, the body
of Christ, which was established on the day of Pentecost in Acts 2. 
 Authorized means to give official permission for something to happen, or to
give someone official permission to do something. In Matthew chapter 9, we
are given authorization from God to do new things in order to gain souls. We
will continue discussing Matthew 9 in a few moments. 
 His word can be defined as scripture, “the 66 books of the christian bible.”
These 66 books were decided on during the council of Nicaea. There were
specific requirements for these books but these books, decided upon, were
in circulation within the first century. Scripture has given us as christians
exactly the tools we need to receive salvation. 
In Matthew 9, Jesus allowed us to do new things in order to gain souls. In
chapter 9 verse 17 it says, “Nor do they put new wine into old wineskins, or
else the wineskins break, the wine is spilled, and the wineskins are ruined.
But they put new wine into new wineskins, and both are preserved.” Just
like new wine can not be put into old wineskins, the 21st century church can
not be put into the 1st century church.
 The same methods used to get people to church and to gain souls are not
the same methods that would work now. I ask my opponent, if playing
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instruments gets someone to walk through the church doors and gives us an
opportunity to plant a seed, what’s the harm? Now let’s make something
very clear, my partner and I are not saying that instruments gain souls. That
is not right. However, if they could get someone to join a church service and
to hear a message, why wouldn’t we do it? My partner [will] continue in a
few moments further proving the authorization of instruments in scripture.

15
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You need to be committed to the event for yourself and your partner. Recruit
a friend and lean into the collaboration to maximize your growth. Be open to
growth in your faith, communication, and understanding of others.

Allison Hill

Use your resources. Ask difficult questions to better understand and be able
to defend the text. Remember your partner and include each other in your
study-- Be confident! We are all incredibly proud of you!

Hunter Hill

Prepare, anticipate and stay calm. Being prepared is the best thing you can
do for debate. Know both sides of the argument and anticipate what your
opponent is going to say and have a ready response. Stay calm, you will
encounter things you may not have prepared for in your rebuttal process
but you can usually reason through any unexpected arguments if you have a
true understanding of the debate topic. A true understanding is knowing
why you believe what you believe but also understanding the opposing side
and why they believe what they believe. The benefit in understanding where
your opponent is coming from has real world application in showing those
who we disagree with that we care enough to have put in the time to
understand where they are coming from which usually leads to a more
productive discussion. Many times after we put in the time to understand
the other side we sometimes see we are not as far apart as we previously
thought.
Also, be sure you can understand your own notes when in the heat of the
debate and preparing for rebuttal.

Jeremy Pearman
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Can be found on the Lads to Leaders
website or borrowed from Highland’s
or Wisconsin Avenue’s L2L resource
library.

L2L RULEBOOK

Provides information on and rules for
Debate and allows participants to view
the Debate evaluation forms.

L2L FIELD BOOK OF
LEADERSHIP: REVISED
EDITION
Can be purchased on the L2L Online
Store or borrowed from Highland’s or
Wisconsin Avenue’s L2L resource
library.

Provides advice on Debate

Can be purchased from the L2L online store or borrowed from Highland’s or Wisconsin
Avenue’s L2L resource library.

L2L SPEECH AND DEBATE

Provides advice for Debate and Speech
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