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Interested in L2L Debate? That’s great! There are lots
of phenomenal resources available to you, including
the L2L Field Book of Leadership: Revised Edition,
the L2L Speech and Debate book, the current L2L
Rulebook, and this booklet. All of these resources
are fantastic, but it is absolutely crucial that you are
familiar with the Debate rules published by L2L. This
booklet is designed to be a supplement to other
materials and to improve your overall experience
with Debate.
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WHY YOU SHOULD
DO DEBATE

WHY YOU SHOULD

DO DEBATE

Students are lacking the knowledge and skills to debate our [B]ible and

beliefs more than ever. We need the abilities to debate our beliefs

without offense and emotions.

Noah Henson

This event is so valuable especially in today’s world because there are

many who question about the Bible and in the faith in Jesus Christ. This

event not only helps in being able to formulate answers in the defense

of our hope but also further enhance[s] the faith of the participants. It is

very important to know the reasons of our beliefs and by doing this

event, it shows that our faith is deeply rooted in truth.

Frank Bourlon



TIPS &
TRICKS
TIPS &

TRICKS

You will not regret putting the effort into it.

Noah Henson

What helps me the most in this event is being able to compare Scripture
and understand the value of interpretation. The differences in
interpretations is the reason why it becomes a struggle amongst
Christians to answer genuine questions. Some interpretations are
important, some interpretations are reasons people will do different
things that perhaps the multiple views are still okay, but the value
behind this event is finding the interpretation that the participant
believes and know[ing] the reasons behind it rather than simply
believing in what someone else has told them.

Frank Bourlon
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“THINGS I WISH
I HAD KNOWN”
“THINGS I WISH

I HAD KNOWN”

It helped me find passion for the Word and gave me confidence.

Noah Henson

What I have learned most by this event is the appreciation of being

able to deep dive into the Bible and to be able to focus on the value

of each and every word in it, no matter how big or small the word is.

What also was super valuable that I learned is the original language

of Greek, Hebrew, and Aramiac and seeing that due to translation,

we can lose the true meaning behind a verse.
Frank Bourlon
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A WORD FROM
THE COACHES
A WORD FROM

THE COACHES

Use your resources. Ask difficult questions to better understand and
be able to defend the text. Remember your partner and include each
other in your study-- Be confident! We are all incredibly proud of you!

Hunter Hill

Prepare, anticipate and stay calm. Being prepared is the best thing
you can do for debate. Know both sides of the argument and
anticipate what your opponent is going to say and have a ready
response. Stay calm, you will encounter things you may not have
prepared for in your rebuttal process but you can usually reason
through any unexpected arguments if you have a true understanding
of the debate topic. A true understanding is knowing why you believe
what you believe but also understanding the opposing side and why
they believe what they believe. The benefit in understanding where
your opponent is coming from has real world application in showing
those who we disagree with that we care enough to have put in the
time to understand where they are coming from which usually leads
to a more productive discussion. Many times after we put in the time
to understand the other side we sometimes see we are not as far
apart as we previously thought.
Also, be sure you can understand your own notes when in the heat of
the debate and preparing for rebuttal.

Jeremy Pearman



Good morning, my name is Noah. Today, we affirm the resolution:“In the absence
of significant constraints, Christians must prioritize physical assembly over virtual
assembly for worship.” 
Definitions: 
•Absence of significant constraints: This refers to situations where no serious
health risks, safety concerns, or distance prevent in-person gatherings. It implies
that Christians have full freedom to meet without endangering themselves or
others. This definition is crucial because it establishes that we are discussing a
scenario where physical assembly is a viable and responsible option.
•Christians: Followers of Jesus Christ who adhere to the teachings of the Bible,
recognizing it as the inspired Word of God. Christianity is centered on faith in
Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection, and believers are called to live in obedience to
biblical principles. This definition is important because it frames the discussion
around what the Bible teaches regarding worship and community life. 
•Prioritize: To place something above other options in importance, preference,
and commitment. In this debate, it means that, when given a choice, Christians
should deliberately choose physical gathering over virtual alternatives, treating it
as the primary and preferred method of worship. 
•Physical assembly: The act of gathering in person for worship, fellowship,
discipleship, and the practice of biblical ordinances such as Communion and
baptism. This includes meeting in churches, homes, or other locations where
believers come together to encourage one another and grow spiritually. The
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CONSTRUCTIVES

SAMPLE

CONSTRUCTIVES
1  Affirmative Constructivest

Resolution: In the absence of
significant constraints, Christians must prioritize physical assembly over virtual

assembly for worship.

Noah Henson-- 12  Gradeth



emphasis here is on active participation in a shared physical space, which has
been a core practice of the Christian faith since the early church. 
•Virtual assembly: Engaging in church services and Christian gatherings through
digital platforms such as livestreams, video calls, and online chats. While it allows
for remote participation in teaching and worship, it lacks the full experience of
physical presence, communal interaction, and hands-on ministry. Virtual assembly
is valuable in certain situations, but should not be seen as an equal substitute for
in-person gathering when constraints are absent. 
•Worship: A time set apart to come together for honoring and glorifying God
through prayer, singing, Scripture reading, preaching, communion, and acts of
service with your fellow Christians. Biblical worship is both personal and
communal. True worship extends beyond watching a service—it requires
engagement, interaction, and fellowship with other believers, which is best
experienced in person. 
Point 1: The Bible Commands Physical Gathering 
The Bible clearly emphasizes the importance of physically meeting together.
Hebrews 10:24-25 (ESV) states: 
“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, not
neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another,
and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 
This verse is a direct command for Christians to meet physically. The early church
regularly gathered in person, as seen in Acts 2:42 (ESV): 
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and the fellowship, to the
breaking of bread and the prayers.” 
Virtual assembly cannot fully replace these elements. The breaking of bread
(Communion), baptisms, and laying hands on each other for prayer require
physical presence. 
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SAMPLE
CONSTRUCTIVES

SAMPLE

CONSTRUCTIVES

1  Negative Constructivest

Resolution: In the absence of
significant constraints, Christians must prioritize physical assembly over virtual

assembly for worship.

Elijah Pearman-- 12  Gradeth

Good morning my name is Elijah and today I will be presenting the first negative
which opposes the resolve that states “In the absence of significant constraints,
Christians must prioritize physical assembly over virtual assembly for worship”. I
would like to start today by defining a few things. The first is what is a significant
constraint. In this debate it would be unreasonable to say what a significant
constraint is since everyone is different and can handle things differently, and with
that point who are we to say what is a significant constraint is and how can we say
someone should have been in person even though we do not know how they
handle the situation they are in. This resolve can not be affirmed because there is
no way to say what a significant constraint is. Secondly christians are not biblically
compelled to prioritize physical assembly. The term “must” implies moral or
biblical obligation, but Scripture emphasizes the spirit of worship rather than the
form (John 4:24 – worship “in spirit and in truth”). In John 4:21–24, Jesus tells the
Samaritan woman that worship will no longer be about location, but about
“worshiping in spirit and in truth.” Acts 2 describes the early church meeting both
in homes and public spaces, showing flexibility in gathering. The Great
Commission and the broader call to love God and one another can be fulfilled
through a variety of forms, including virtual worship. Making physical assembly a
“must” sets a legalistic tone, which contradicts the grace-based nature of Christian
living. While physical gathering is beneficial, it is not mandated as superior or
required in all contexts. Christians are called to community, but not necessarily in
a physically assembled form when technology offers real, sincere connection.



Thirdly the resolution suggests a hierarchy by placing physical assembly “over”
virtual, but the quality and intention behind worship are what matter. Virtual
assembly offers inclusivity, accessibility, and can be a source of genuine spiritual
connection. It is especially meaningful to those isolated due to geography,
disability, or social anxiety. Worship is about your relationship with God and fellow
believers, which transcends physical space. Virtual worship is not inferior; it is a
flexible and often necessary expression of faith in a modern, digital world. What I
am saying is that insisting on physical priority can lose individuals who are fully
engaged and connected through virtual means. The church’s mission is to build
community and deepen faith. Virtual platforms serve that mission effectively.
Furthermore, insisting on physical assembly as a priority risks marginalizing those
whose circumstances are often overlooked. Single parents, caregivers, those
working irregular hours, or individuals recovering from trauma may find virtual
worship not just convenient, but essential to their spiritual health. By recognizing
the legitimacy of virtual assembly, the Church expands its reach and nurtures a
more compassionate, inclusive community. Elevating one form of worship over
another may unintentionally create barriers rather than building bridges, and it
shifts focus from the message of grace to a model of performance. In conclusion,
The resolve imposes a hierarchy on how we are to worship. We uphold the idea
that in the absence of traditional “constraints,” Christians still have the freedom to
choose how they gather. Worship is not about location, it is about devotion,
connection, and intention. Therefore, Christians should not be required to
prioritize physical assembly over virtual assembly. Worship is defined by the heart,
not the setting. Thank you.
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Hello my name is Noah and I will be continuing the affirmative, Which states, "The
use of instrumental music in the worship of God by His church is not authorized
by His word." 
The first is a very strict interpretation on the silence of scripture. The consequence
is we lack explicit New Testament instructions or examples on the use of
instruments (while singing or otherwise) in congregational worship — scripture is
silent here. However, we do have explicit instructions to sing. 
Because we have an explicit instruction about how to use music in worship, the
silence in this case is prohibitive rather than permissive. 
The second reason is participation. The command to sing praises is interpreted to
mean that music in worship should include everyone as a participant... that if the
music portion of your service consists mainly of just a few performers or even a
choir, while the majority of the congregation is only listening (even if this is not the
intent), you're doing it wrong. The entire congregation should take part in
producing the music. Instruments are seen as counter-productive to this effort, as
history shows they have a tendency to take over and dominate the performance
to the exclusion, rather than inclusion, of audience participation. 
The final reason is historical. Remember this group comes out of a movement
whose goals were to restore 1st century worship styles. We do know from
historical documents that the earliest Christians, without exception, did not use
instruments in their worship. At all. In fact, it's already the third century before we
find examples of any instrumental accompaniment, and some sources place it as
late as the sixth century.
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2nd Affirmative Constructive

Resolution: The use of instrumental music in the worship of God by His church
is not authorized by His word.

Noah Henson-- 11  Gradeth



It's possible there were forces other than doctrine driving this, such as: limited
funds, fear of persecution if louder instruments give away a secret service, or
simply modeling congregational worship after Jewish synagogue worship (which
also did not use instruments). However, the fact of the matter is that the historical
record indicates a cappella is the way to go. 
In conclusion, the affirmative position upholds the authority of God's word by
emphasizing scriptural interpretation, considering historical context, and
preserving the purity of worship. The absence of explicit authorization for
instrumental music in the New Testament, the deliberate departure from Old
Covenant practices, and the need to maintain a pure and focused worship
experience all support the notion that the use of
instrumental music in the worship of God by His church is not authorized by His
word. Let us remain true to the teachings of the apostles and the early Christian
church, honoring God through the simplicity and purity of our worship.
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My name is Seth, I will be presenting the negative for the resolve “The New
Testament only allows males to teach in mixed gender assemblies of the New
Testament Church. I would like to bring up the question, how can we trust the
New Testament? The individual books written by the early church leaders and the
apostles were not put together into the Bible we have today until 393 AD. So how
can we know the letters written by Paul to the Corinthian Church and young
preacher Timothy that seem to restrict women from teaching were not written to
address issues for a particular culture and time. What about the many things in
these books and other parts of the New Testament we do not follow. For instance,
fasting. After the Church was establishe[d] in Acts the early Christian[s] fasted as
in Acts 13:2. Jesus said his disciples would fast after he had departed in Mark
2:19,20. I do not see people in the Church today [fast]. Since we don't follow those
examples or instructions why should we still prohibit women teaching. What
about in 1 Cor 11:5? Every woman who prays or prophesies with her head
uncovered dishonors her head, it is just as though her head was shaved. I do not
hear anyone say that women should cover their head when they pray. What about
1 Timothy 2:9? Women are told to dress modest not to adorn themselves with
elaborate hairstyles, gold, pearls and expensive clothes. Yet I see people every day
in their Sunday best wearing all these things and no one is stopping them at the
door. Nor do I see any fellow Christians addressing this issue. What about 1 Cor
14? Instructions are given about how to use the gift of tongues in worship. I never
hear anyone speaking tongues in the Church I attend. Therefore, if these   

13

SAMPLE
CONSTRUCTIVES

SAMPLE

CONSTRUCTIVES
2nd Negative Constructive

Resolution: The New Testament only authorizes males to preach in mixed
gender assemblies of the New Testament Church.

Seth Pearman



instructions are no longer valid, why should the instructions that restrict women
speaking just 1 chapter over be enforced? Also, in chapter 14 rules are laid out
about prophesying. It appears those rules no longer apply today. Paul's
instructions for proper worship include: tongues, revelations, prophesying, head
coverings and women's roles. However, we only choose to hear and apply the
instructions about women's roles. We choose to ignore 4 and only follow 1. Does
this seem right to you? The answer is simple, this is a cultural issue. It is no longer
necessary for today's worship. During Paul's time and the early church women
were considered property, even thousands of years later women are still not
considered man's equal by many, This is obvious when you look available jobs,
wage earning brackets, even in the church by restricting their God given gifts such
as preaching and song leading. If we only follow what scripture says through
example and writings, we would have no youth ministers, head preacher, junior
preacher, church secretaries, groundskeepers, janitors. We implement many
things today that are not mentioned in the New Testament. We appear to pick and
chose what we want. Over 30% of churches today allow women preachers and
that number is growing every year. It appears to be the change in culture and
times that are driving these changes. Just as it was culture that made not
acceptable in Paul's day. The fact of the matter is Jesus was the ultimate authority
and he did not put any restrictions on women. It was just the opposite, like the
woman at the well in John 4. She was the one who told her whole village about
Christ. Does this not sound like preaching? and yet Jesus sent a woman. Or what
about the women met at Jesus’ tomb by angels in Matthew 28? Where they not
told to go tell the disciples Jesus has risen? Is this not the same message preached
in Churches today? In summation, we have letters and instructions from Paul
where we pick and chose which to follow and which not to follow. And, we have
two examples of women preaching the same message then as we do today. Jesus
is Christ and has risen. One to a whole village of men and women and the other to
Jesus disciples. Jesus saw fit for women to proclaim who he was to mixed crowds
and assemblies. Therefore, it should be clear that Paul was addressing a cultural
issue and no such restrictions still apply today.
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ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Can be purchased on the online L2L store or accessed
from Highland’s or Wisconsin Avenue’s L2L resource

library

L2L SPEECH AND DEBATE

L2L FIELD BOOK
OF LEADERSHIP:

REVISED
EDITION

Can be purchased from the
L2L Online Store or

borrowed from Highland’s
or WIsconsin Avenue’s L2L

library

Can be accessed on the
L2L website or checked
out from Highland’s or
Wisconsin Avenue’s L2L

library

L2L RULEBOOK
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